IFG Explore 2nd Year

Term Four -  Week Two 
       

Fire 
                     Spiritual / Interest
Aim:


[image: image1.emf]During this term we will complete the year’s programme on elements by focusing on the fourth and final element – fire.

Objectives:

        During this term we will:
· Learn about fire, its uses and misuses and about fire safety

· Learn a dance to perform for guest at the Final Fling (last session for the year)
· Construct costumes to wear in the dance
· Prepare refreshments to serve at the Final Fling

· Look at some of places in the Bible where fire is mentioned

Pre Setup:

Today we will commence learning the dance and making the costumes.  These activities will require the next four weeks with a dress rehearsal and refreshment making in Week Six.  If your leaders do not have the particular skills required consider enlisting the aid of a dancer and an artist and a team to help with the makeup.

A women’s group in your church could be approached to assist with the refreshments.

We are using as our theme the ballet “Firebird”, as we understand that not all little girls are built like ballerinas and this theme could appeal to those more robustly built.  An alternative theme could be Fireflies.
Remember to keep the dance steps and the music simple and age appropriate. 
Costumes can be made from newsprint and lots of red and orange paint.  An old beanie could form the basis of a stunning head piece.
SetUp:

Commence the formal part of the evening with roll call etc.

Devotions:

Moses and the Burning Bush 
You may have your own resources (Children’s Bible etc) to use to share this Bible story.                              [image: image2.jpg]



Text: Exodus 3:1-6, 14


Have you heard about Moses and the burning bush? That is a story in the Bible from the Book of Exodus. Moses had grown up in Egypt in the palace of the Pharaoh. When he was about 40 years old, he ran away from Egypt because he killed an Egyptian that was beating up a Hebrew. Moses spent another 40 years in the backside of the desert with the Midianites. It was here that God worked on Moses and taught him what he would need to know to be a leader, a leader to free the Israelites from slavery in Egypt.
 

One day Moses saw something very unusual. He saw a bush that appeared to be on fire, but it wasn't burning down. It was the angel of the Lord. This was a name for God. It was actually Jesus (before he ever came to earth, he has been alive forever) who called to Moses. Moses answered, Here am I. 

[Read Exodus 3:5-6] 

Moses was afraid because he realized it was God speaking to him. God was calling him to service. He wanted Moses to be the leader of the Israelites and take them away from being slaves in Egypt to serve God in the Promised Land. Moses made excuses but finally he realized he could not turn down God's call to serve him. As one last effort to make an excuse, he asked God what his name was so he could tell the children of Israel who it was that called him. God answered with a word we now call Jehovah (from YAHWEH), which means I AM THAT I AM. This name means that God has lived forever; he is God because he is God and that's it. Jesus is the great I AM that spoke to Moses at the burning bush.   

As Christians we are called to serve God also. We can make excuses and disappoint God, or we can do all we can to serve Him. Some Christians are called into special areas of work for God and become pastors or missionaries. But what I'm speaking about right now is not that. I'm speaking about EVERY Christian. Every Christian is called by God to serve him at school, work, or play. We can serve God no matter where he places us.
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Or look at the following animated version:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YXTJ7GivEnU
Close devotional time with a prayer.

Activities:

Introduce girls to the people who have come in to help and the activities that they will be engaged in leading up to the presentation at the Final Fling.

Here are some extra resources:
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Look on the Wearable Arts website for costume ideas.
	       
	An Inspiring Insight from Faculty Member of the Georgi Ballet, Lynne Brague... 
WHAT CHOICE WILL YOU MAKE TODAY?

Dancers, you have been given the gift of movement to share with others.  As you move through the “dance of life”, you will make many choices.  You will make choices whether to give up or persevere, choices concerning your attitude, and choices how to manage your time, just to name a few.  How we manage our choices can be a challenge.  Yet, the wonderful thing is --- we have a choice.

My “inspiring insight” to share concerns the choices we make.  It is taken from Galations 5:23, the fruit of the spirit, and from author Max Lucado’s book, “Grace for the Moment”. 

I choose love --- No occasion justifies hatred; no injustice warrants bitterness.

I choose joy --- I will refuse the temptation to be   cynical, the tool of the lazy thinker.  I will refuse to see any problem as anything less than an opportunity.

I choose peace --- I will accept forgiveness.  I will forgive.
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I choose patience ---I will overlook the inconveniences of the world.  Instead of getting angry at the one who takes my place, I’ll invite him to do so.  Rather than complain that the wait is too long, I will be thankful for a moment to reflect.   Rather than clinching my fist at new assignments, I will face them with joy and courage.

I choose kindness --- I will be kind to the unkind, for we all need it.

I choose goodness --- I will not be dishonest.  I will be overlooked before I boast.  I will confess before I will accuse.

I choose faithfulness --- I will keep my promises.  My friends and associates will not question my word.

I choose gentleness --- Nothing is won by force.  If I raise my voice, may it be only in praise.  If I make a demand, may it be only of myself.

I choose self-control --- I will not be self-indulgent.  Self-control provides me boundaries of safety.  “Like a city whose walls are broken down is a man who lacks self-control.”  (Proverbs 25:28)  

As a dancer, teacher, daughter, mother, wife, sister and friend, I share this treasured insight with you.   Not that I have attained all these treasures, but I strive daily to do better in all circumstances.  I hope these “insights” will inspire you to be your best self in all that you choose to do.

	
	You may like to use these words as the “voice over” during the dance presentation.




75

